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kill or maim 26,000 people every year. I have
joined over 100 of my colleagues in cospon-
soring the Land Mine Elimination Act which
will halt new deployments of U.S. anti-
personnel mines beginning January 1st, in the
year 2000. As Andrew Feitt, the 9th grade stu-
dent who won the U.N. Association of Santa
Barbara essay contest so eloquently stated,
‘‘Landmines are a piece of military weaponry
designed to help end wars, but wars are tem-
porary, and most mines are not.’’

As a member of the International Relations
Committee I am also aware of the important
role the United Nations plays in humanitarian
and peacekeeping efforts around the world
and support the full payment of United States
dues to the U.N. Programs like UNICEF, for
example, have helped feed millions of chil-
dren. It would be devastating if missions which
help so many were crippled due to lack of
funding, and the United States must continue
to do its fair share.

Additionally, I believe that the security of our
Nation requires an aggressive effort against
weapons of mass destruction. Since coming to
Congress I have taken a leadership role on
this issue. I have signed on to letters to Presi-
dent Clinton, regarding deeper cuts in our
strategic nuclear weapons arsenals and to ex-
press my concerns about the Department of
Energy’s plans to conduct underground sub-
critical nuclear weapons experiments at the
Nevada Test Site. It is my belief that these ex-
periments could severely damage the not yet
ratified Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.

Soon after I took office I sent Senate Major-
ity Leader TRENT LOTT a letter urging swift ac-
tion on ratifying the Chemical Weapons Trea-
ty. Taking quick action and ratifying the treaty
afforded the United States an international
leadership role on a treaty that will prevent fu-
ture catastrophes involving chemical agents in
warfare. The only way to ensure our Nation’s
long-term security and prosperity is to con-
tinue exerting American leadership across a
range of military and humanitarian challenges
around the world.

So I commend the Nuclear Age Peace
Foundation for bringing us all together tonight,
as we share a collective vision of peace. We
share a vision of a world that is free of the
threat of war and where all individuals live with
human dignity, compassion and respect for
one another, a world that we must strive to
achieve on all the days of the year, if we hope
to attain these lofty and constructive goals and
to increase the possibilities for peace in the
Nuclear Age.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
regret that I rise to inform the Members of the
House of the passing away of Buford E.
Thurmon, former mayor of Higginsville, MO,
on September 10, 1997.

Mr. Thurmon was a decorated veteran of
World War II, having served in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps from November 1940 to April 1946.
In May, 1942, Mr. Thurmon was captured and
taken prisoner of war during the battle of Cor-

regidor. In recognition for Mr. Thurmon’s valor,
he received various ribbons and medals, in-
cluding the Asiatic Pacific Service Ribbon,
Purple Heart Medal, U.S. Presidential Unit Ci-
tation with two stars, Philippine Defense Medal
with one battle star, Philippine Presidential Ci-
tation, Bronze Star Medal, China Defense
Medal, Prisoner of War Medal, and U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Good Conduct Medal.

Buford Thurmon was also an important gov-
ernmental leader in Higginsville, MO. He twice
served as mayor of the community from 1968
to 1972 and again from 1982 to 1985, and
was also elected city collector, city treasurer,
and city councilman. While serving the people
of Higginsville, Mr. Thurmon also devoted his
time to various civic and veterans organiza-
tions. He was commander of the American Le-
gion Post, treasurer of the C–1 School District,
president of Higginsville Country Club, lifetime
member of the American Legion, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Blinded Veterans Association,
American Ex-Prisoners of War, and American
Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor Am Vets.

Buford E. Thurmon served the United States
of America as few men have. His great con-
tributions to our country deserve our praise
and admiration, and he will long be remem-
bered for his patriotic life and commitment to
public service. He truly is a role model to
young civic leaders.

Mr. Thurmon was preceded in death by his
wife, and is survived by three sons, two sis-
ters, and seven grandchildren. I am certain
that the Members of the House will join me in
honoring this American who will be missed by
all who knew him.
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Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Speaker, on September

19, 1997, Dr. Warren E. Henry will be honored
for his scientific contributions. Dr. Henry’s ex-
cellence in scientific research is recognized
worldwide and he has contributed greatly to
the advancement of science in the fields of
magnetism, superconductivity, low tempera-
ture physics, and solid state physics, for over
65 years.

Dr. Henry studied with five Nobel laureates,
and collaborated and conducted research, or
established collegial relationships with 17
Nobel laureates.

Dr. Henry is world renowned as a physicist,
chemist, educator, and inventor. He has au-
thored and co-authored 103 scientific papers,
and his research results are in the most widely
used standard physics textbooks. His work is
often cited by scientists worldwide.

His research contributed to our Nation’s ef-
forts during World War II, through his work on
the Manhattan District project. He has also
contributed to the improvements of the per-
formance of radar systems, the performance
of jet military aircraft, and physics education of
the original Tuskegee Airmen fighter pilots.

Dr. Henry’s research at Lockheed Missile
and Space Co. in California enabled him to
design electronic guidance submarines, and to
contribute to a major breakthrough in elec-
tronic astronomy by developing a device that
measures magnetic fields in outer space.

Dr. Warren Henry’s integrity, expertise, and
commitment to scientific advancement and
willingness to share his knowledge with young
scientists has made him a master scientist
and educator whose work has benefited all
mankind.
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Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to invite my colleagues to join me
in celebrating 25 years of women serving in
the U.S. maritime industry. The California Mar-
itime Academy in Vallejo, CA, is celebrating
this occasion at a series of events scheduled
today, and I would like to commend the Cali-
fornia Maritime Academy for its role in sup-
porting and encouraging women in the mari-
time industry.

The California Maritime Academy was es-
tablished through legislation signed in June
1929 to train merchant marine officers for the
maritime industry. Cal Maritime, a campus of
the California State University, is the only mar-
itime academy in the western region of the
United States.

Women first began pursuing careers in the
maritime industry in 1972 when five female ca-
dets enrolled at the California Maritime Acad-
emy. One hundred and thirty-seven women
have graduated from the California Maritime
Academy since 1972. One of the first women
graduates at Cal Maritime, Lynn Fivey
Korwatch, went on to sail as the first female
captain of an American flagship, and another,
Jean Thatcher Arnold, became the first female
to be licensed as chief engineer in the U.S.
merchant marine.

Cal Maritime became the first maritime
academy in the United States to have a
woman serve as its president, Dr. Mary Lyons,
from 1990 to 1996. Currently Sadie Rabe at
Cal Maritime is the newly-selected corps com-
mander whose responsibilities include admin-
istration and enforcement of all academy rules
and regulations, and supervision of all cadet
conduct. Cal Maritime can take great pride in
the accomplishments and successes of both
male and female graduates.

Again, I invite my colleagues to join me in
celebrating 25 years of women in the U.S.
maritime industry.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay a respectful tribute to the
Polish National Catholic Church of the Res-
urrection on the 75th anniversary of its found-
ing. The Church of the Resurrection has a
noble history in serving the Polish community
of Greenpoint, Brooklyn.

Twenty-five years after the founding of the
Polish National Catholic Church in 1897, the
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